
LINDRUM: The Uncrowned King™ 
Reading Guide 

Introduction 
LINDRUM: The Uncrowned King™ by Janne Clara Lindrum is a carefully constructed work 
that blends personal memoir with critical analysis. It centres on the life and legacy of her 
father, Horace Lindrum, a world professional snooker champion whose place in history, the 
author argues, has not been preserved in its full and accurate form. 

This is not simply a biography. It is a reflective and, at times, corrective work that explores 
how a life once celebrated internationally can later be reinterpreted, reduced, or 
misunderstood. 

Purpose of the Book 
The book is driven by a clear and deliberate purpose: 

●​ To document the achievements of the Lindrum family across generations 
●​ To present a fuller and more accurate account of Horace Lindrum’s life 
●​ To question how historical narratives are formed, sustained, and sometimes altered 

A central argument of the text is that Horace Lindrum’s story did not fade naturally, but was 
reshaped after his death, raising important questions about how and why such changes 
occur. 

Structure of the Work 
The book is divided into two interconnected parts, each contributing to the overall purpose. 

Part One: The Memoir 

This section tells the story in a narrative, almost novel-like form. 

It traces: 

●​ The origins of the Lindrum family 
●​ The rise of billiards and snooker within that lineage 
●​ The establishment of the Lindrum name as a symbol of excellence 
●​ The life, career, and personality of Horace Lindrum 



The writing here is vivid and personal. The author draws on memory, family records, and 
lived experience, creating a sense of closeness and immediacy. 

Part Two: The Dissertation 

The second part shifts into a more analytical mode. 

Here, the author reflects on: 

●​ The nature of biography and memoir 
●​ The relationship between family history and national history 
●​ The challenges of writing about one’s own family 

This section places the personal story within a broader intellectual framework, asking 
readers to think critically about how stories are constructed and preserved. 

Key Themes 

1. History, Memory, and Change 

One of the most important ideas in the book is that history is not fixed. 

During his lifetime, Horace Lindrum was widely recognised and celebrated across the world. 
His achievements were reported globally, and calls for national recognition came from South 
Africa, India, New Zealand, England, and Australia. 

However, after his death in 1974, his history was re-written, leading to a noticeable shift in 
how his legacy has been understood and represented. The book encourages readers to 
consider how such changes occur and who has the authority to shape them. 

2. Recognition and the Honours System 

The question of recognition is central to the narrative. 

Despite his international standing, Horace Lindrum did not receive formal national honours 
during his lifetime. The author suggests that this was not due to a lack of merit, but rather to 
historical timing. 

In 1973, Australia underwent a transition from the British honours system to its own national 
system under Prime Minister Gough Whitlam. This period of change created gaps and 
inconsistencies, and Horace is described as having “fallen between the cracks.” 

 
 
 
 



3. Inconsistency in Posthumous Recognition 

The book also raises questions about fairness in recognition. 

It is sometimes argued that certain honours cannot be awarded after death. However, the 
posthumous recognition of figures such as Shane Warne suggests that exceptions do exist. 

This comparison highlights a broader issue: recognition is not always applied consistently, 
and decisions about honouring individuals may be influenced by factors beyond 
achievement alone. 

4. The Unfinished Story 

An important and often understated idea in the book is that the Lindrum story is not yet 
complete. 

The author makes it clear that much of the Lindrum story remains unsaid, suggesting that 
there are deeper layers of history, context, and experience that have not yet been fully 
explored or revealed. This gives the book an open-ended quality, positioning it as part of an 
ongoing effort rather than a final account. 

5. Family, Identity, and Perspective 

The book is also about the complexities of telling a family story. 

Writing as both a daughter and a researcher, the author must balance emotional connection 
with analytical distance. This dual role adds richness to the narrative but also introduces 
challenges, particularly in maintaining objectivity. 

 

Points to Pay Attention To While Reading 
●​ How Horace Lindrum is portrayed during his lifetime compared to after his death 
●​ The role of international media in shaping his reputation 
●​ References to recognition, honours, and their absence 
●​ Moments where the author challenges existing historical accounts 
●​ The tone of the writing, especially where emotion and analysis intersect 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Evidence and Interpretation 
The author draws on: 

●​ Family archives and records 
●​ Historical references 
●​ Personal memory and experience 
●​ Interviews and supporting materials 

These sources provide depth and authenticity, but they also reflect a perspective that is 
closely tied to the subject. Readers are encouraged to consider how evidence is used and 
how interpretation shapes the narrative. 

Reading with Balance 
A thoughtful reading of this text involves holding two perspectives at once: 

●​ The book offers a detailed and passionate account of a life that was clearly 
significant and widely recognised 

●​ At the same time, it is shaped by personal connection, which may influence how 
events and interpretations are presented 

Engaging with the text critically does not diminish its value; rather, it allows for a deeper 
understanding of both its strengths and its complexities. 

Discussion Questions 
●​ How can a historical narrative change after a person’s death? 
●​ Who has the power to shape or reshape history? 
●​ Can a family member present an objective account of a life? 
●​ Why might recognition be inconsistent across different individuals? 
●​ What does it mean for a story to remain unfinished? 

Final Reflection 
LINDRUM: The Uncrowned King™ is both a tribute and an inquiry. It honours a life that was 
once widely celebrated, while also questioning how that life has been remembered in the 
years since. 

At its heart, the book invites readers to look beyond accepted narratives and to consider the 
possibility that history, like memory, is subject to change. 
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